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smal l  business.  Your  support  he lps  sustain  future  projects  and publ ications.



Welcome & Thank You

FREEDOMFIGHTERSFREEDOMWRITERS.ORG

   Thank you so much for your purchase and support! This workbook is the
result of deep care, research, and a desire to reframe the story of the
American Civil War through the lens of the United States Colored Troops
(USCT). Inside, you’ll find 16 engaging activities thoughtfully organized into four
modules—each designed to invite middle and high school learners into the
lives, letters, and legacies of Black soldiers who fought for freedom.

   From exploring authentic USCT letters and learning 19th-century letter-
writing conventions to conducting deep research into local and family history,
this workbook offers a wide range of creative and immersive opportunities.
Whether students are reading period poetry, experimenting with Civil War-era
science, or investigating the stories hidden in archival records, each activity is
meant to inspire curiosity, critical thinking, and connection.

   This guide has been carefully curated for upper middle and high school
students, but you know your learners best—adapt where needed. Whether
you're a homeschooler, classroom educator, or independent learner, I hope
this journey leads to meaningful discoveries and powerful conversations.

By purchasing this print or digital edition, you’re supporting a Black woman-
owned and operated small business—thank you for helping preserve and
amplify these vital histories. Let’s dig in!



Course Modules

Explore the events leading up to the Civil
War; research causes of the conflict; learn
about the first all-Black regiments and the
formation of the USCT

Review and analyze extant and archival
primary source documents; learn
strategies for textual and visual analysis;
read letters from two soldiers

From local history and genealogy to
music, poetry, science and more -
choose a research path to learn more
about the USCTs

Learn about 19  century letter-writing
conventions, envelope art, and how
soldier wrote letters; write your own Civil
War letter and decorate an envelope

th

THE CIVIL WAR & THE USCT

MEET THE SOLDIERS

RESEARCH OPTIONS

CIVIL WAR LETTERS
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   In this module, we’ll step back in time
to witness how a nation tore itself apart.
We’ll uncover the tensions, choices, and
clashes that set the stage for the Civil
War—America’s deadliest struggle,
where more than 750,000 lives were
lost. From 1861–1865, the Union and
Confederate armies clashed over the
central issue of slavery, with abolitionist
sentiment growing in the North and fear
gripping the South over slavery’s future.
   We’ll explore the events that led to
the war like the Fugitive Slave Law, the
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MODULE
ONE

01
Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott
decision, and John Brown’s raid. We’ll
also examine the first all-Black
regiments that were formed before the  
United States Colored Troops were
raised to aid Union regiments. 
   As you dive into this module, you’ll
watch videos, complete map work,
conduct research, and answer
questions to help you better understand
the integral role of the USCT regiments
in this part of the nation’s story.
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THE CIVIL WAR 
& 

THE USCT
Read:

"United States Colored Troops History." African American Civil War
Memorial & Museum, https://afroamcivilwar.org/united-states-colored-
troops-history/. 

Watch:

Research & Respond:

Black Americans in the Civil War: Crash Course Black American History #18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NgdnsjPFNE

The Emancipation Proclamation: The Civil War in Four Minutes 
https://youtu.be/v9pjvo1_oto?si=KkPvX55fhRIOj_p9

If you live in the continental United States of America, which side did your state
take during the Civil War - Union or Confederate? Or do you reside in a border
state? Jot down your responses below in the scratch paper box. 
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ENSLAVED POPULATION
1860

Top 10 Populations by State
Source:  U.S.  Census 1860

Enslaved African American Population 
(Rounded to nearest  thousand)

A.  Virgin ia  -  491 ,000
B.  Alabama - 475,000
C.  Mississippi  -  439,000
D.  South  Carol ina  -  402,000
E.  Georgia  -  402,000

F.   Lou is iana  -  342,000
G.  North  Carol ina  -  331 ,000
H.  Tennessee -  276,000
I .   Kentucky  -  225,000
J .   Texas  -  182,000

Total  Popu lat ion  of  Ens laved Afr ican  Americans  ( 1860) -  3,957,700



Workbook 
Activity #3

USCT RECRUITMENT FLYER
In this activity, you’ll analyze a flyer used to recruit African American men to join Union
regiments. The first official authorization to employ African Americans in the Federal service
was the Second Confiscation and Militia Act of July 17, 1862. However, the President did not
publicly authorize use of African Americans in combat until issuance of the Emancipation
Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Remember, the Emancipation Proclamation did not free all
enslaved in the country. Rather, it declared free only those enslaved in states not under Union
control and not those enslaved in border states. (Think of an Executive Order.) What the
Emancipation Proclamation did was publicly authorize the War Department to recruit and enlist
Black men into the regiments organized and mustered under the U.S. Bureau of Colored Troops
- the United States Colored Troops.

Look at the recruitment flyer on the following page. As you study the flyer, take note of:
The words in bold and all uppercase
The offers and promises being made
The names of important political and military personnel

Introduction:

Read & Analyze:

Respond:
The flyer on the next page was distributed shortly after the Militia Act of 1862 was enacted,
which allowed African American men to officially serve in the U.S. military. How might the
timing of this flyer’s distribution have influenced African American men’s decision to enlist? 
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Background & Instructions:
The image below shows President Abraham Lincoln riding through Richmond, Virginia after its fall
near the end of the Civil War. Chaplain Garland White, who was present that day, described this
moment in a letter published in The Christian Recorder, a leading African American newspaper (1852–
1964). White’s polished and detailed letter was written for the African American community, part of a
tradition in which USCT soldiers served as reporters from the battlefield.

Your Task:
1.Study the image below.
2.Read White’s letter. If the cursive is difficult to read, see the printed transcription in Appendix A on

pages 92-94.
3.Discuss:  How might each form—visual or written—shape how people understood this moment?

AN EYEWITNESS TO 
& 

A REPORTER OF HISTORY
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Figure 7: Artist rendition “Receiving the President;” Abraham Lincoln riding through Richmond, April 4th, 1865 to cheers of
the freed Black inhabitants after the evacuation of Confederate forces in the city. Credit/Source: Jubilo! The Emancipation
Century African Americans in the 19th Century: Slavery, Resistance, Abolition, the Civil War, Emancipation,
Reconstruction, and the Nadir

https://jubiloemancipationcentury.wordpress.com/
https://jubiloemancipationcentury.wordpress.com/


SGT. TILLMAN VALENTINE
3  USCT, CO. BRD

Figure 5: Marriage Certificate of Tillman Valentine and Ann Elizabeth Raymond,
Nov. 13, 1856. Valentine Tillman pension file, NARA; National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

Figure 6: Valentine headstone; Old City Cemetery,
Jacksonville, Florida; Credit/Source: FindAGrave.com

Figure 7: Cabinet cards. Credit/Source: The Masonic Observer
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B a c k g r o u n d :
   During the Civil War, U.S. Colored Troops wrote thousands of letters filled with emotion,
conviction, protest, and pride. These letters were addressed to family members, friends, former
enslavers, newspaper editors, military leaders, and even President Abraham Lincoln. Soldiers
shared vivid accounts of camp life and battles. They enclosed money to support their families,
sent pictures and small gifts, and sometimes included poems expressing love or longing. Their
letters were filled with emotion, revealing the full humanity of Black soldiers fighting for a country
that still denied them full citizenship.
   USCT soldiers were not just writing to stay connected with loved ones - they were also claiming
a voice in the national conversation. Some acted as war correspondents for Black-owned
newspapers, writing articles that described their bravery, the injustice of unequal pay, and the
racism they faced within Union ranks. Many spoke with pride about their African heritage and
their determination to help free enslaved people both in the United States and abroad. These
letters also documented key moments of the war: battles won and lost, daring raids, and personal
reflections on what freedom meant. Even before they were officially allowed to enlist, Black men
were writing to request appointments and offer their service as early as April 1861.
   Black soldiers were the driving force behind the educational efforts that enabled such
correspondence. They initiated schools within their regiments, often learning from chaplains like
Henry McNeal Turner and Garland H. White, who themselves were soldiers and Black officers
committed to teaching literacy and civic pride. Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Armstrong, a white
officer, recognized and supported these efforts by establishing a regiment school at Camp
Stanton. Yet it was the soldiers who demanded access to learning and formed study groups in
camp. These educational spaces gave thousands of freedmen their first formal education and
significantly increased literacy across USCT ranks.
   The ability to read and write was more than empowerment - it was essential to morale, family
bonds, and political expression. Letters served as lifelines to loved ones, while also giving
soldiers a platform to air grievances, celebrate heritage, and build support for emancipation.
Today, the thousands of surviving USCT letters provide an immersive window into history,
revealing not only what Black soldiers experienced, but how they chose to document it, and
teach one another to do the same.

VOICES FROM THE RANKS:
WRITING AS A USCT SOLDIER 

¹ Samuel Chapman Armstrong (1839–1893) was a Union officer who commanded U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil
War. Deeply influenced by his experiences with Black soldiers, he later founded Hampton Normal and Agricultural

Institute (now Hampton University) in 1868 in Virginia. Armstrong believed in industrial and moral education for
freedpeople and helped shape the early education of African Americans during Reconstruction. One of Hampton’s

most well-known graduates was Booker T. Washington, who went on to found Tuskegee Institute.

1
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MODULE
FOUR

04
  You’ve marched through history, read
the letters, studied the soldiers, and
stepped into the world of the United
States Colored Troops. Along the way,
you've built skills as a historian, a
critical thinker, and a storyteller - and
now, it’s your turn to take the lead.
  In this final module, you’ll have the
opportunity to extend your learning
through a research project (or
projects!) that connect the USCT to
topics you care about most. Whether
you’re curious about your own family’s

past, the power of photography or
protest music, the science of survival,
or the hidden stories of your local
community, this is your chance to dig
deeper!  You can pick just one - or
explore them all. Whatever path you
choose, your work will honor the
legacy of the USCT by continuing the
story through your own curiosity,
creativity, and voice.
  So grab your notes, roll up your
sleeves, and let’s see where your
research journey takes you!
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